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For the convenience of copy desks, 
uniformity is desirable in the physical 
arrangement of the news report, as distin- 
guished from its literary form and quality. 


What follows is in no sense a set of rules 
for writing, in which variety of style and 
presentation is to be encouraged. 


It is, rather, a statement of proper methods 
to insure precision, speed and teamwork 
- in the handling of copy. 


December 20, 1937 


EXPEDITING THE NEWS 


Important news is expedited in three ways: 


1. By a FLASH. The flash is short, and must 
name the point of origin. Its use must be 
reserved for news of the very greatest impor- 
tance, such as a declaration of war, a major 
calamity, or the death of a great public figure. 
This is the way: 


Flash 

Lakehurst—Hindenburg explodes. 

2. By a BULLETIN, followed by BULLETIN 
MATTER. Always a flash must be followed im- 
mediately by a printable bulletin. The bulletin 
must be held to 50 words except in extraordi- 
nary cases. The first add following a bulletin 
may be slugged as bulletin matter. In no case 
should a take moved as bulletin matter exceed 
200 words. 


3. By slugging a story: 95. This designation 
means that the story is well above average im- 
portance, and that its most effective wire move- 
ment can be accomplished by sending it in one 
piece. A “95” story should not exceed 200 
words. If the story cannot be told in 200 words, 
this slug should not be used. 
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The objective of news filing, to be borne in 
mind constantly, is to avoid the driblet method 
and deliver the story with as few breaks as 
circumstances permit. 


Sometimes it is best to send a bulletin and one 
take of bulletin matter, then suspend until a 
comprehensive lead, rounding out details, can 
be transmitted. Sometimes the bulletin will 
stand but the adds should be assembled into 
takes of respectable length, not sprinkled 
through the report sentence by sentence. 

The technique of filing requires constant study, 


so that each editor may profit by the experience 
of others, as well as his own. 
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THE ARRANGEMENT OF 
NEWS DISPATCHES 
1. The LEAD. When developments justify a 


new top to a story, the second story is slugged 
in this manner: First Lead Congress. As 
further developments of first importance occur, 
the new leads are slugged in numerical se- 
quence, as: Second Lead Congress, and so 
on. Continuing news written for the Night 
Report is slugged: Night Lead Congress, 
Second Night Lead Congress, etc. In rare 
cases, where inquiries demonstrate that the 
requirements of members differ widely, a brief 
alternate lead may be sent to bring up a 
particular angle, and it should be slugged: 
Optional Lead Congress, or Optional Night 
Lead Congress. 


2. The ADD. The add is a continuation of 
a story already sent. All adds must be properly 
slugged numerically and must show the date- 
line, as: London First Add Coronation, or 


London First Add Third Lead Coronation. 
3. The RUNNING. In the case of continuing 


events of first importance, such as national 
political conventions, a running story is written 
with appropriate adds carrying the account 
along in chronological order. The first take 
of a running story should be written to stand 
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as a lead for the time being, although it is 
slugged: Convention Running. Leads may 
be sent from time to time, but they should be 
slugged First Lead Convention, and so on, 
not First Lead Convention Running. 


4. The PICK-UP LINE. For the guidance of 
editors, an add should pick up, immediately 
after the slug, the last three or four words of 
the previous, as: x x among the wreckage, 
Similarly, leads should end with pick-up lines 
showing the editor where to fit them to what has 
gone before, as: The President repeated 
x x x, etc., picking up third graph of 
previous. 
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THE REVISION OF NEWS 
DISPATCHES 


1. The KILL. Unprivileged or extremely unde- 
sirable material which inadvertently gets into 
the report must be killed promptly. Here is the 
way: 


Bulletin Kill 

Chicago—Kill story John Smith arrested. 
Smith not arrested. 

The kill is followed immediately by a note to 
editors, as: 


Editors: 

Chicago—The story about the arrest of 
John Smith has been killed. A kill is man- 
datory. Make certain the story is not pub- 
lished. (The A. P.) 


Always state the exact reason for killing, in- 
stead of using such general terms as “danger- 
ous” or “libelous.” It is desirable to send a sub 
later, if that can be done without repeating the 
libel. When a story is killed in the day report, 
a note to editors calling attention to the kill is 
sent in the night report, and vice versa. 


2. The ELIMINATION. A story not libelous 
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or dangerous but objectionable on the ground 
of triviality or fundamental error is taken out 
of the report by an elimination, which shows 
the reason, as: 


Bulletin Elimination 
Kansas City—Eliminate man bites dog. 
Trivial. 


If the story was erroneous but still worth pub- 
lication, a sub should be sent promptly. 


3. The CORRECTION. Use of this designation 


should be restricted as follows: 


(a) The NEWS CORRECTION. When an error 
of fact, a faulty construction, or an undesirable 
expression is discovered in copy already moved, 
a news correction should be sent, thus: 


News Correction 

Baltimore—In train wreck, fourth graph, 
beginning “Three were killed,” make the 
name Joseph Mathias, in place of Joseph 
Mathews. (The A. P.) 


Every correction should repeat the words taken 


out, to show exactly what is corrected, and 
sufficient information should be given to enable 


the editor to locate the place easily. No correc- 
tion should contain excuses, such as “source,” 
“later information,” “cable error.” 


(b) The TRAFFIC CORRECTION. An error 
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in punching or transmission is corrected thus: 
Traffic Correction 


New York—In fire, sixth graph, beginning 
“The flames mounted,” correct your copy 
to read fourteenth floor, in place of fourth 


floor. (The A. P.) 


(c) The PHOTO CORRECTION and the TELE- 
MAT CORRECTION. These are used by The 
Photo and Telemat Services in correcting cut- 
lines. 


4. The NOTE TO EDITORS. This may be 
used for many purposes, as shown elsewhere. 
When the object is copy revision, it takes one 
of two forms, as follows: 


(a) It may be used to insert new material 
covering developments, as: 


Editors: 

To cover developments, the following may 
be inserted after the third graph, Wash- 
ington taxes, etc. (following with the body 
of the material to be inserted). Every such in- 
sertion must carry pick-up lines, fore and aft. 


Or: 


Editors: 
To cover developments, the number of 
dead, first graph Dallas explosion, may 
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be changed to six, in place of four, and 
the following added to the list of dead: 
etc. (picking up names of those to be added). 


(b) It may be used to call attention to changes 
made by the source in textual material pre- 
viously transmitted, as: 


Editors: 
The White House makes the following 


change in the text of the President’s mes- 
sage, already transmitted: In fourth 
graph, etc. This form should not be used as 
an alibi where a reporter has misunderstood 
the facts or relied on an untrustworthy source. 
It should be reserved for source changes in 
written announcements. 


5. The CORRECTIVE. Sometimes an error 
requires correction long after the original trans- 
mission. In most cases the true version should 
be embodied in a short dispatch simply carrying 
the slug: Corrective. If the error in the pre- 
vious dispatch was of a character which might 
be libelous, however, the corrective dispatch 
must be preceded by this: 


Corrective. 


Editors: Papers which printed a New York 
story dated August 26 regarding a suit 
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against William Johnson are requested to 
print the following. 


Unless The Associated Press itself clearly was 
responsible for the original error, the correc- 
tive dispatch should not mention that the orig- 
inal was an Associated Press story. In no case 
should the corrective dispatch contain such 
statements as “The Associated Press regrets,” 
or “is glad to correct” the error. 


6. The SUB. When it is desired to send a com- 
plete substitute for a dispatch, the slug should 
be: Sub Wilson. In the night report, it may 
be: Sub Day Wilson. If only a portion of the 
dispatch is to be subbed, the slug may be: Sub 
Intro Wilson. 
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HANDLING ADVANCE 


Stories transmitted in advance carry a caption 
showing the time of release or probable release, 
if possible. The day of the week, as well as the 
date, must be shown. This is the form: 


(Advance for PMs of Tuesday, Aug. 16.) 


(Advance for use at 2 p. m., Eastern 
Standard Time, Tuesday, Aug. 16.) 
(Advance to be held for release, which is 
expected about I p. m., Eastern Standard 
Time Tuesday, Aug. 16.) 


(Advance to be held for release, the time 
of which is uncertain. ) 

The slug: Advance should be written also as 
a part of the dateline, thus: 

(Advance) Washington, Aug. 16, (AP) 
etc. 


At the end, the original caution must be re- 
peated, as: 

(End Advance for PMs of Tuesday, Aug. 
16.) 

Advance material is released by short bulletin, 
thus: 

Bulletin 

Washington—Release Roosevelt budget 
advance. 
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cy 


In the succeeding news cycle, this note is sent: 
Editors: 


W ashington—President Roosevelt’s speech 
before the American Legion was released 
in the day (night) report. 


“—- cat 


If a story transmitted in the preceding news 
cycle to be held for release was not released, 
a note should be sent, as: 

y 


Editors: 


The Washington advance covering the 
Roosevelt farm report, transmitted in the 
day (night) report, has not been released. 
Guard against premature publication. 


(The A. P.) 


Biographical sketches are released on the death 
of the subject as follows: 
Editors: 


| Attention is called to biographical sketch 
| No. 1206, George Smith. 


If no loss of time is entailed, the bulletin on 
the death of a person may contain a paren- 

: thetical note: (Release sketch 1206.) A note 
to editors reminding of the release should be 
sent in the following news cycle. 


INFORMING THE 
EDITOR 


On some types of stories, member papers may 
be kept informed by means of various types 
of wire notes. For instance: 


Editors: 


News men are enroute to Cambridge, 
Mass., where a number of persons are 
reported killed in an explosion. Reliable 
information will be available shortly. 


(The A. P., Boston.) 


Occasionally an item of interest to newspapers 
especially may carry this introduction: 
Editors: 

The following is sent for your informa- 
tion and for publication if desired. 

An item transmitted in that fashion should 
carry the credit, if it is offered for publica- 
tion at all. Sometimes, however, information 
cannot be used for publication, and may be 
conveyed as follows: 


Editors: 


At his press conference today President 
Roosevelt indicated, not for publication, 
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ay 


that he might have a statement later in 
the day on the Chinese situation. (The 
A, P., Washington. ) 


Customarily the news report does not carry 
denials of stories not carried by The Associated 
Press, but such denials may be conveyed to 
members in private notes. 


BY-LINES 


By-lines are used only on outstanding material. 
The designation “Associated Press Staff Writer” 
is not used, but specialists may use special iden- 
tification lines such as: Associated Press 
Science Editor. In that case, the /: logotype 
should be omitted. By-lines should be omitted 
from bulletins, but may be inserted in the slug- 
line of an add. 


COPYRIGHTS 


Copyright is reserved for outstanding material 
written for The Associated Press by persons 
outside the service and for important textual 
quotes carried exclusively. 
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EOS 


On special occasions news is slugged: EOS. 
This means “Extraordinary Occasion Service.” 
Such a slug releases the report for immediate 
publication in both morning and evening 
papers, regardless of the hour. 


Only the General Desk in New York is author- 
ized to make news EOS for the service gener- 
ally. It reserves such use to news of tremendous 
importance, such as a declaration of war, the 
death of a president, a great disaster, or the 
returns from a national election. 


News of transcendent importance to one locality 
or state, but not correspondingly important 
elsewhere, may be made EOS within that state 
by Bureau Chiefs, acting on their own authority 
and without reference to New York. 


Each bureau keeps on file, for quick reference, 
an up-to-date outline showing how EOS is to be 
delivered to members in its territory. 


A variation of the EOS notice is the slug: 
For Immediate Publication in AMs and 
PMs. This usually is confined to outstanding 
sports events, the dates of which are known in 
advance. It releases only the specific copy so 
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as ee 


slugged to both PMs and AMs, and does not 
necessitate setting up the EOS machinery for 
all papers. 


MESSAGES 


Urgent messages are marked by the sender: 95. 
Messages intended for all points on the circuit 


are marked: 17. 
A market message is marked: 97. 


When it is intended to convey private informa- 
tion, the message is marked: 69. Such a mes- 
sage is transmitted in upper case. 


A message sent to a bureau on another circuit 
should be addressed: Kx for San Francisco. 
As such a message passes through the relay to 
the circuit of address, the wire sign of the relay 
point is transferred from address to signature, 
so that the signature appears: Chicago via Kx. 


A message scheduling news should be in this 
form: 


AP 
200-Brotherhoods vote on pay proposal 
cD 
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SPORTS 


RECORDS—Olympic records can only be 
broken in Olympic games. Dirt track records 
are not broken on board tracks and vice versa. 


WRESTLING “CHAMPIONS” — Almost all 


wrestlers call themselves champions. We stick 
to: Title Claimants. 


CLUB, STADIUM AND OTHER TRICK 
DATES—Only desirable on events of para- 


mount national interest. 


WEIGHTS — Give them in all boxing and 


wrestling matches, including bare results. 


NICKNAMES — Avoid overuse. In baseball 
specify Boston Bees at least once, rather than 
nickname alone. In college sports avoid variety 
of nicknames for same team. 


SUMMARIES — Box scores and summaries of 
all descriptions have been standardized. There 
should be no unauthorized departure from the 
_ forms given herewith: 


The Track Summary 


100 meters dash — won by Smith, Rutgers; 
second, Jones, Princeton; third, Brown, Yale; 
etc. Time 10.5 seconds. 
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High jump — won by White, New York Uni- 
versity, 6 feet 5 inches; second, Bidwell, Colum- 
bia, 6 feet 334 inches; etc. (giving each per- 
formance in field events.) 


The Basketball Box 


Fordham (39) G FTP St. Joseph’s (24) G FTP 
Lashua, lf 2 0 4 Zuber, lf 1 911 
Fleming, lf 4 311 McGonegal,rf 2 1 5 
Rinaldo, lf Een 2 Morrow, c 00 0 
Pingarron, rf MN Hy Kane, lg Tet Oy.2 
Fogarty, c 1 As tre Smith, lg To 2:4 
Williams, c LOS Costello, lg | hg te 
Lynch, c 1 Oi 42 Morris, rg 0 0 0 
Kane, lg i ree 
Michel, lg 207A 6 12 24 
Pepper, rg 3} 

16 7 39 


Half-time score: St. Joseph’s 16, Fordham 14. 
Personal fouls—Lashua, Fleming, Rinaldo 2, 
Kane 4, Michel 3, Suber, Morris, Smith 2. 
Free throws missed—Fleming 4, Fogarty, Kane 
2, Pepper, Zuber 2, Morrow 2. 

Referee, Walsh, Brooklyn. 


The Baseball Box 


Cincinnati AB R H O A 
Walker, lf 4 0 3 1 0 
Goodman, rf 4 0 1 3 0 
Cuyler, cf 4 1 1 0 0 
Scarsella, lb 4 0 1 6 0 
Campbell, c 4 0 0 6 1 
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Riggs, 3b 4 
Joost, ss 4 
Kampouris, 2b 2 
Chapman, 2b 0 
2 
0 
1 


wre ww tw © 


Hollingsworth, p 
Mooty, p 
Herman-x 
Stine, p 
TOTALS 33 
x—Batted for Mooty in eighth inning 


Philadelphia AB 
J. Moore, lf 
Klein, rf 
Whitney, 3b 
Norris, 2b 
Camilli, 1b 
Wilson, c 
Chiozza, cf 
Gomez, ss 
Bowman, p 
TOTALS 
Cincinnati 000 000 020 — 
Philadelphia 002 102. «llx — 7 


ERRORS — Joost, Hollingsworth. RUNS 
BATTED IN — Whitney, Gomez, 2, Bowman, 
J. Moore, Wilson, Goodman 2, Two base hit— 
_ Klein. THREE BASE HIT — Whitney. HOME 
RUN — Goodman. STOLEN BASE — Wilson. 
SACRIFICES — Chiozza 2, Klein. Double 
Plays — Whitney, Norris and Camilli; Joost, 
Kampouris and Scarsella; Campbell and Riggs. 
LEFT ON BASES—Philadelphia 12; Cincin- 
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nati 5. BASES ON BALLS — off Hollings- 
worth 5; off Bowman 1; off Mooty 1; off Stine 
3. STRUCK OUT — by Bowman 7; by Hol- 
lingsworth 3; by Mooty 2. HITS — off Hol- 
lingsworth 7 in 5 2-3 innings; off Mooty 2 in 
11; off Stine 1 in 1. WILD PITCH—Hollings- 
worth. LOSING PITCHER — Hollingsworth. 
UMPIRES — Sears and Moran. TIME — 2:26, 


Football Period Scores 


All period scores should be filed according to 
the “combination system,” giving the separate 
period score and the cumulative total at the end 
of each period, as follows: 

First: Harvard 0; Yale 7 

Second: Harvard 7-7; Yale 0-7 

Third: Harvard 3-10; Yale 7-14 

FINAL AT NEW HAVEN: Harvard 7-17; 
Yale 3-17. 

The visiting team should be given first in all 
scores; the source should be given in finals 
whether or not period scores are sent. Games 
on which bare finals only are sent will omit the 
fourth period. 


Football Slugs 


The shortest possible slug should be used on 
all football running stories as follows: 


“Add Ohio State—Michigan (First) .” 
Pick up lines should be omitted on games on 
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which only one descriptive bulletin per period 
is carried. Otherwise pick up lines should be 
used on leads and running stories. 

To aid sports copy desks, the period identifica- 
tion is repeated with the first take of each 
period in all games covered on a basis of two 
or more bulletins a period; thus: 

“Add Ohio State-Michigan (First)” 

“First period” 

“Add Ohio State-Michigan (Second)” 


“Second period” etc. 


Football Line-ups and Summaries 


Harvard Yale 
Bradley Left End Southard 
White Left Tackle Green 
Smith Left Guard Stevens 
Wheeler Center Bradley 
Brown Right Guard Kenny 
Ralph Right Tackle Keene 
Burr Right End Cooper 
Cornish Quarterback Hinch 
Jones Left Halfback Cliff 
Hawley Right Halfback Breen 
Conroy Fullback Phelps 
Score by periods: 

Harvard 5 0 7 3 — 15 

Yale OT JOO 


Yale scoring: Touchdown, Breen; point from 
try after touchdown, Cooper (Dropkick). 
Harvard scoring: Touchdown, Phelps; Point 
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from try after touchdown, Burr (Place kick) ; 
Goals from field, Cornish 2. (Placements) ; 
Safety, Cliff. 


Substitutions: (All games covered on “A” basis 
or better; otherwise as indicated in schedules) 
Yale — Ends, Smith, Jones; Tackles, Brown, 
White, etc. 

Referee, John Smith, Catholic; Umpire, Walter 
Brown, Dartmouth; Linesman, J. N. White, 
Holy Cross; Field Judge, Ralph Jones, Colum- 
bia. 

(Note: If a substitute scores, the scoring sum- 
mary must identify him; thus: Touchdown, 
Brown (sub for Breen). This rule applies 
whether or not the substitutions, in abbreviated 
form, are carried.) 


Football Statistics 


These are carried under a separate date-line 
as follows: 

Ann Arbor, Mich., Nov. 23—(4P)—Statistics of 
the Michigan-Ohio State football game: 

First Downs 

Yards Gained Rushing (Net) 

Forward Passes Attempted 

Forward Passes Completed 

Yards by Forward Passing 

Yards Lost, Attempted Forward Passes 
Forward Passes Intercepted by 
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Yards Gained, Run-Back of Int. Passes 
Punting Average (from Scrimmage) 
Total Yards, All Kicks Returned 
Opponents’ Fumbles Recovered 

Yards Lost by Penalties 


(Note: Do not deduct from gains by rushing, 
the yardage lost on plays where forward passer 
is thrown behind scrimmage line. Note sep- 
arate line for such losses. Do not score touch- 
downs as first downs under any circumstances.) 


Golf Scores 


Where scores on medal play tournaments are 
being handled on a running basis the following 
style is mandatory: 


FOR THE FIRST ROUND: John Smith, New 
York, 35-35—70. 

FOR THE SECOND ROUND: John Smith, 
New York, 70-72—142. 

FOR THE THIRD ROUND, John Smith, New 
York, 142-72—214. 

FOR THE FOURTH ROUND, John Smith, 
New York, 214-71—285. 


(Note: When final two rounds are played on 
same day, as in U. S. Open Championship, use 
this form for fourth round: John Smith, New 
York, 142-72-71—285.) 
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FINANCIAL AND 
MARKETS 


In financial and business news avoid technical 
phraseology or market jargon. Routine market 
items are moved on schedule to meet editions. 


Corporation News 


Corporation items should be restricted in the 
general news report to concerns widely known 
or with securities listed on major exchanges and 
widely distributed. Each item should indicate 
the company’s business and where principal 
properties are located. 


Earnings 


Stress net income, or loss, which is the 
result after all charges, including bond in- 
terest, but before dividends. If any qualifica- 
tion is made, such as “before federal taxes,” 
use it. Give comparable figures for 12 months 
previously, and also, if available, earnings per 
share. Earnings per common share are calcu- 
lated after deduction of amount paid on any 
preferred or senior stock issue. Like this: 


New York, Sept. 1—(#)—The ABC Corp. 
today reported net income of $1,243,634 
for the first six months of 1937, equal to 
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64 cents per common share, compared 
with $621,817, or 32 cents a share, in the 
like period of 1936. It produces steel 
products at Chicago and Pittsburgh. 
Longer items may be used, giving comment on 
business by officials or other interesting mate- 
rial, for large companies. 


Save for railroad net operating income reports, 
and monthly sales figures of a few nationally 
prominent concerns, we do not use corporation 
reports more frequently than quarterly. For 
companies issuing earnings reports monthly, 
use only those for periods ending on quarterly 
dates, as Dec. 31, Mar. 31, June 30, Sept. 30. 


Dividends 


Use only changes in dividend payments, unless 
there is some special aspect of a regular pay- 
ment which makes it news. If any regular 
payments are made along with a change or 
special, mention the regular too, like this: 


Chicago, Sept. 1—(#)—Directors of XYZ 
Corp., electrical appliance manufacturer 
with plants at Peoria, Ill., and Bridgeport, 
Conn., today ordered an extra common 
dividend of 50 cents, in addition to the 
regular quarterly of 25 cents, and the 
quarterly preferred of $1.25, all payable 
Sept. 15 to stock of record Aug. 31. In the 
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preceding quarter, an extra of 25 cents 
was ordered. 


or — x x x today omitted the regular 
quarterly common dividend of 25 cents, 
but ordered the regular of $1.25 on the 


preferred, payable x x x etc. 


Use the dividend designation used by the 
company, whether regular, special, extra, in- 
creased, or interim, and don’t designate a pay- 
ment as regular unless the company does. If it 
calls a payment just “‘a dividend,” call it that, 
and show what was paid previously. 


Markets 


Important developments in stock or commodity 
markets are slugged: News Page. News page 
stories are in addition to the regular market 
page stories. 


In news page items, price changes are described 
in dollars and cents, as: Rubber futures rose 
-20 to .50 of a cent a pound, the Septem- 
ber delivery closing at 18.50 cents. 


In market page reviews, use points, as: 
Rubber futures jumped 20 to 50 points, 
September closing at 18.50. In market page 
stock stories, use points and fractions, not 
dollars and cents. 
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Commodities 


Many of the commodity market items are 
strictly quotation items, as livestock, cash 
grain, etc., and should be stripped to bare 
essentials, with needless punctuation eliminated, 
but uniformity should be preserved. 


Here is the way a livestock market should go: 
Kansas City, Aug. 1—(#)—(U. S. Dept. 
Agr.) Hogs 5,000 including 2,000 direct; 
market generally steady to 10 higher; 
best 190-220 Ibs getting advance, top 
12.10; bulk good and choice 189-240 lbs 
11.75-12.00; few butchers 250-300 lbs 
11.50-75; most good packing sows 9.75- 
10.40. 


Cattle 1,000; calves 500, steady on all 


classes x x x etc. 


Here is a cash grain item: 
Chicago, Aug. 1—(#)—Wheat 71 cars; 
14-11% lower; no 2 dark hard 1.19\%- 
1.20144; no 3, 1.17-1.1834; no 4 nom 
1.15-1.20% x x x etc. 


Dollars and cents signs are eliminated. When 
a price is under $1, the decimal is omitted, but 
when over $1, it is used. Use dash rather than 
“to” in a price range, as: 10-20 lower. Make 
fractions 14, not 1-4. Do not use needless 
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commas, but put them in a thousand figure, as: 
1,000, and to separate figures, as: no 3, 1.17- 
1.1834. Abbreviations as no (number), nom 
(nominal), lbs (pounds), and for months, do 
not require periods in these strictly quotation 
items. 


In avoiding needless abbreviation, just say 
butter 12,875 cars, etc., not separating the 
commodity from the figure with comma, dash 
or otherwise, but don’t leave out punctuation 
where the result is confusing. 


Many items contain the tone, as: steady (about 
unchanged); firm (little higher); strong 
(substantially higher); easy or heavy (little 
lower); weak (substantially lower). 


This is used where no indication of the pre- 
vious day’s prices is given, and not required 
in items showing previous prices or net changes. 
For instance in cotton was easier, off 10 to 
15 points, “easier” should have been elimi- 
nated. 


